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The students’ account of their school trip to Madrid in June 2018. 

 

A SUMMARY OF OUR TRIP 

This year, from 5th June to 9th June, we went to 

Madrid, the capital city of Spain. 

On the first day, we left very early from Carcassonne 

to go the Toulouse Airport. When we arrived in 

Madrid we went to the hostel to drop1 our luggage2 

off. Then, we were invited to a restaurant by Mrs 

Bernard. That afternoon we visited El Prado 

Museum. 

On the second 

day, we went to 

Toledo by train. 

In the morning, 

we visited the 

Alcazar (now an 

army museum 

but it is a palace 

or a fortress of 

Moorish 3 

origin) and in the afternoon we visited the gothic 

Cathedral. 

On the third 

day, we went to 

Segovia, also by 

train. In the 

morning we 

visited the 

Alcazar and in 

the afternoon 

we visited the 

Cathedral. 

On the fourth day, we took 

the train to go to the 

Escorial. On that day we 

were very unlucky because 

it was raining cats and 

dogs4. 

 

On our last day, we stayed in Madrid and we 

discovered El Palacio Real (Royal Palace) before 

                                                        
1 To drop off: déposer. 
2 Luggage: baggages. 
3 Moorish: Maure. 

going to the airport where it was very complicated to 

take our flight back home. 

By the 6th class (Bertrand, Jean & Valentine) 

THE FOOD IN SPAIN 

On the first day, at lunch, we ate in a restaurant. 

There were 

pigs’ ears on 

the menu. 

Some of us 

tried it and it 

seemed very 

good. That 

night, we ate 

traditional 

Spanish 

sandwiches 

called bocadillos (most of us, ordered the famous 

calamari ones). 

Every morning, we had breakfast at the hostel. For 

lunch, our meal5 was delivered directly to the hostel 

so we could eat outside during our visits. 

It was for dinner that we ate interesting things like: 

paellas, empanadas (savoury6 folded pastries) and 

pizzas (less traditional but very good). 

By the 5th class (Marc & Aliénor) 

OUR DAILY LIFE IN MADRID 

On the first day, we left Carcassonne at night to get 

our flight in Toulouse. When we arrived we went to 

the hostel. 

In the hostel, the girls were 

separated from the boys and the 

girls’ bedroom seemed tiny 

compared to the boys’ bedroom. 

The girls didn’t like the smell of 

the bedroom and they also didn’t like the showers 

but the boys seemed happy with everything. 

4 To be raining cats and dogs: pleuvoir des cordes. 
5 Meal: repas. 
6 Savoury: salé. 



Every day, we 

took the subway7, 

it was cleaner 

than the subways 

in France. We 

also took the 

train to go to 

Toledo, Segovia 

and El Escorial. 

We enjoyed our moments of shopping for souvenirs 

and our times in parks. 

Madrid is a beautiful city and the people are friendly. 

By the 5th class (Imad & Emma) 

 

THE CATHEDRAL OF ST 

MARY OF TOLEDO 

I am going to tell you about my visit in Toledo in 

Spain, but more specifically of the Cathedral. It’s a 

beautiful monument at the top of Toledo. 

Here are some facts 

about the Cathedral. 

It’s one the three 13th 

century gothic 

Cathedrals in Spain. 

It’s considered to be 

the masterpiece 8  of 

the gothic style in the 

country. 

It measures 120 

metres in length by 

59 metres in width 9 

and it is 44.5 metres 

high. It has five naves10 and a double ambulatory11 

which is quite rare. 

The most incredible feature 12  was the 

“Transparente”. Its name refers to the unique 

illumination provided by a skylight cut very high 

into the thick walls of the Cathedral. It provides13 

sunlight to the tabernacle. The “Transparente” is 

surrounded by marble figures, bronze decorations 

and beautiful paintings of angels and saints. 

The Cathedral is also illuminated by more than 750 

stained glass windows14 from the 14th, the 15th and 

                                                        
7 Subway: métro. 
8 Masterpiece: chef d’œuvre. 
9 Width: largeur. 
10 Nave: nef. 
11 Ambulatory: déambulatoire. 

the 16th centuries, 

those are the 

works of some of 

the greatest 

masters of those 

times. 

So, these were a 

few things about 

the Cathedral of Toledo. It is beautiful. 

By Charlotte in 5th class 

 

THE VISIT TO THE STADIUM 

On Thursday 7th June, in the morning, we were going 

to take the train to Segovia but we had a lot of time 

before the train’s departure so Mr Olivar offered to 

bring us to the Santiago Bernabéu stadium which is 

the home stadium of the Real Madrid football team. 

Only the boys wanted to see it and we took the 

subway to go there. 

The stadium was built between 1944 and 1947. It 

was inaugurated on 

14th December 

1947 and it can now 

have more than 

81,000 seated 

visitors. 

We were all very 

impressed to see 

the stadium. We all loved it. 

Diego: “I was very happy. It was a childhood 15 

dream”. 

Amadou: “I realized a dream I had as a child”. 

By the 4th class (Paul-Albert, Diégo & Amadou) 

EL ESCORIAL 

On Friday 8th June, we 

went to the Escorial by 

train. It was raining a lot 

so we were cold and wet. 

We were lucky to have a 

guide for this visit but she 

only spoke Spanish so Mr Olivar translated 

12 Feature: caractéristique, élément. 
13 To provide: fournir. 
14 Stained glass window: vitrail. 
15 Childhood: enfance. 



everything to us and we were able to ask all the 

questions we wanted to ask. 

The Escorial is 

located 45 km 

from Madrid. It 

was the autumn 

residence of 

Philippe II. It was 

built between 

1563 and 1584.  

 

The library contains more than 45,000 books.  

The royal pantheon contains 26 marble tombs. We 

found it very impressive 

but something was 

strange: the bodies of the 

previous king and queen 

were decomposing in a 

room next to the 

pantheon because only 

the bones are put into the 

tombs.   

We also saw the Basilica. 

We liked this visit a lot 

despite16 the weather. 

By the 4th class (Déotille & Aude) 

 

THE SYMBOL OF MADRID 

When we were in Madrid, everywhere we went we 

saw a symbol with a bear standing 

next to a tree but we didn’t know 

what it meant. So, we looked for 

the original statue, we found it and 

took a picture of the group in front 

of it. 

The statue of the Bear and the 

Strawberry Tree17 (in Spanish: “El 

Oso y el Madroño”) is from the 

sculptor Antonio Navarro Santafé (1906-1983). It is 

made of stone and bronze. It weighs approximately 

22 tons and it is 4 metres tall. 

The statue represents the coat of arms of Madrid and 

is now situated on the east side of the Puerta del Sol 

which is in the historical centre of the capital. It has 

always been at the Puerta del Sol but before 1968 it 

was situated on the west side of the square18. 

                                                        
16 Despite: malgré. 
17 Strawberry tree: arbousier. 
18 Square: place. 

It is the city’s 

symbol because 

there used to be 

many bears in 

the fields around 

Madrid and the 

strawberry tree 

might be 

representative of 

the hackberry 

trees19 that were 

in abundance 

around the city.  

By Faustine in 3th class 

THE ROYAL PALACE OF 

MADRID 

On our last day, we 

visited the royal 

palace of Madrid 

which was built by 

Philippe V to replace 

the royal Alcazar that 

was destroyed in a fire 

in 1734. 

After a problem with 

the first architect, the 

King chose Giovanni 

Battista Sacchetti as 

palace architect. 

The palace is one of the biggest palace in Europe 

after the Louvre. There are more than 28,000 

rooms; 50 of which are open to the public. 

The palace is richly 

decorated by artists such 

as Goya, Velazquez, 

Tiepolo and El Greco. 

There are many royal 

collections of great 

importance like the 

royal armoury that we 

also visited. 

Now, the palace is no 

longer the King’s main 

residence but the King 

visits it from time to time. 

By Clémence in 3th class 

19 Hackberry: micocoulier. 



TOLEDO 

On our second day in Spain, 

we visited Toledo. 

When we arrived to the 

beautiful town, it was 

sunny. All of us, students 

and teachers, were 

impressed by its beauty. 

First, we went to the Alcazar, a fortress situated in 

the biggest square of the town. To get there, we had 

to climb to the top of the town, there were quite a lot 

of steps. Once up there, we were able to admire a 

beautiful view on the surrounding countryside20. 

So, we visited the 

army museum of the 

Alcazar which is full 

of treasures and 

weapons21. At the end 

we also entered an 

army tent where we 

had a lot of fun. 

During the afternoon, we visited the Cathedral and 

we were also able to go shopping for some souvenirs. 

Then, we went back down to take the train. 

By Anne in 3th class 

 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SEGOVIA 

On our third 

day in Spain, 

we went to 

Segovia. 

During the 

afternoon, 

we visited 

the 

Cathedral. It 

is a beautiful 

place; it is 

also called the “Catedral de la Asunción de la Virgen 

al Cielo y San Frutos” (patron of Segovia). 

It was built between 1525 

and 1577. The building 

started under the reign of 

Charles V because the 

previous Cathedral had 

been destroyed during the 

revolt of the Comuneros. 

The architects were Juan 

Gil de Hontañón and his 

son Rodrigo Gil de 

Hontañón. 

It is a gothic style Cathedral and it is very impressive. 

By Louis in 3th class
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20 Countryside: campagne. 21 Weapon: arme. 


